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to learn the Mongol language so as to be able to be converted. This is but an additional instance of the extraordinary vagaries of the human intellect.
Thus the Congress of Sfe. Petersburg!! closed One duty remained to be discharged, which was to fix on a locality for the nest congress. The presidents of sections met, and, as only one oSer was made, that was accepted. The offer was from the Government of Italy, and the Syndicate of Florence, and a President and Committee of organization were appointed. The President of the Congress announced this fact to the members assembled, for the last time, and after a few words from M. De Kosny, the Congress was dissolved. It was a great and marked success. The official and full report, when it does appear, will be a mine of information on the subject of Russia in Asia, and all impartial observers will admit that Russia is doing its duty to science iu these remote regions, and has already deserved thanks for the excellent work done, and the promise of greater things in progress. The presence of the Japanese, Buriats, Ostyaks, Finlan-ders, and Tartars, gave an oriental reality to the meeting, which Cixn be found nowhere else but in London and at St. Petersburgb, the two great Powers, who divide Asia betwixt them, and who, if they had respect to the high duties to which they are called, would swear eternal friendship, as there is room enough for both, and to spare*
Two years elapsed betwixt September 1876 and September 1878, years of great political anxiety ; the storm which all visitors at the St. Petersburgh Congress anticipated, burst upon Turkey, and there was a chance of a European war breaking out. All who were interested iu the Congress of 1878, were anxious, and until the greater Congress of Berlin had cleared the political atmosphere, no preparations could be made for the peaceful meeting at Florence. However, at! ended happily, and on the twelfth of September the fourth Congress was held at Florence, of which we will now give the account.
It differed materially from that of St. Petersburgh. The arrangements were somewhat worse, but the attendance of scholars was out of all comparison, better. By a rigorous rule all ladies, and persons not bond-fide interested in oriental studies, were excluded. The subject-matter and geographical area were greatly modified. The sub-divisions were no longer geographical, but technical; the business was disposed of, not in one collective assembly, iu which all participated, but in sections sitting ia different rooms at the same time; the organization of sections and presiding officers was not based upon the autocratic power of a strong Italian. Committee, but left to the uncontrolled exercise of universal